Keene State Coaches Celebrate Centennial

If you're looking for a reason for Keene State’s
athletic success over the years, you'd do well
to start with the Owls’ coaching staff. Noted for
their success and longevity, this current group
of 11 head coaches has helped steer Owl teams
to unprecedented accomplishments in Division
Ill and the Little East Conference.

Under these remarkable coaches’ guidance,
Keene State teams have won frequent national
recognition and many LEC championships, and
All-American lists continue to grow. In a year
in which Keene State gets set to celebrate its
Centennial, Owl coaches, whose total years of
service on the sidelines encompass more than
180 years, share some of thoughts and memo-
ries that have made Keene State a special place
for them.

“The Centennial mean’s I've been around here a
long time,” joked Keene State men'’s soccer coach
Ron Butcher. Now in his 38th season, Butcher
feels a turning point in KSC athletics coincided
with the arrival of Glenn Theulen as men'’s bas-
ketball coach in 1968. (He later became baseball
coach and athleticdirector.) The men’s basketball
team became a top NAIA power, and the men’s
soccer team soon followed. Several programs
thrived in Division Il, including men’s and wom-
en’s soccer and softball, and the entire program
had a resurgence of success and support when it
moved to Division Il in 1997.“The Divisions and
affiliations might have changed over the years,

“This will be my 20th year, and I've really seen
KSC grow in so many ways,” said Owl women'’s
basketball coach Keith Boucher. “You talk about
stepping into the 21st century — this campus
has really done that.” Boucher says he recruits
student athletes based on three major criteria:
(1) the academic programs, (2) the conference
and the level of competition, and (3) the campus
environment. “At Keene State we have a triple
threat as far as offering a total package,” he said.

“Overall, I've seen some wonderful changes
during my 22 years at Keene State,” said wom-
en’s soccer coach and former Owl All-American
Denise Lyons. “Keene State has grown and be-
come a fantastic institution and an easy sell as
a coach. Once recruits visit Keene and see what
the school has to offer and how beautiful it is,
they want to come here.”

Long-time cross country and track coach Peter
Thomas has also been very impressed with the
changes in the campus over the years. “Our alum-
ni who come back just marvel at how beautiful
the campus has become,” said Thomas, a former
KSC runner, who coached the first Owl teams to
earn NAIA and NCAA championship berths. “The
new building has made Keene State a great place
to go to school. I wish | could do it over again.”

Keene State athletic director John Ratliff, who
arrived at Keene State during its transition to
Division lll and the Little East, is gratified by the
overall success of the 18-team program. “What

Getting the Job Done
in the Classroom

When announcing
the Keene State
Scholar-Athlete
honor at the College’s
annual awards dinner
every spring, Vince
Ferlini, the Owls’
former NCAA faculty
representative and
longtime member of
the KSC math department, would begin his
presentation with the following statement:
“It is no accident that the label ‘student
athlete’ has the word ‘student’ coming first,
since the primary responsibility of these
young people at Keene State is academics.”

Any student athlete will tell you how difficult
it is to attend practices and competitions,
both home and away, and still have the
energy and focus to do well in the classroom.
It is a remarkable achievement to excel in
both academics and athletics.

While Amy Dubois, a member of the LEC
championship Keene State field hockey
team, was last year’s recipient of the
school’s Scholar-Athlete Award and was
also recognized as a District Academic
All-American, many Owl athletes made the
grade in the field and in the classroom.

The numbers speak for themselves. Forty-
nine percent of KSC student athletes had a
spring GPA of 3.0 or greater, and the overall
student athlete GPA is greater than the
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teams,” Butcher said. “The Centennial gives us
an opportunity to celebrate that success.”

you're seeing is parity among all the teams and

success year in and year out,” he said. “The high Dubois, from Jefferson, N.H, who graduated
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Charlie Beach, who has coached skiing and
softball and also served in the athletic training
program, recalls Keene State’s advancement
in women'’s sports. “I got here in 1978, only six
years after Title IX, and I've seen the women'’s
program explode, not only with the opportunity
to play, but with the quality of the athletes,” he
said. “The success of the athletic program is a
direct reflection on the coaches and their com-
mitment to excellence.”

Amy Watson, the Owls’ field hockey coach for
the past 19 years, has seen many changes in her
sport. “Back when | started coaching, everyone
played on grass, and now we're playing on turf
in one of the nicest stadiums in the conference,”
she said. “The athletic facilities in general have
improved greatly since I've been here.”

level of play has fostered tremendous support
from the College and the Keene community. It’s
second to none.”

“We're a program that schools in the region
want to emulate, and | think that speaks well for
the coaches, student athletes, and administra-
tors,” Ratliff said.

“The Centennial is something special for me, not
only as a coach and player, but also as a proud
townie,” said Ken Howe, getting set for his 23rd
season as the Owls’ baseball coach. “Seeing
the whole athletic program grow to where it is
today means a lot, not only to everybody here
on campus, but also the people of Keene. | love
Keene; it's my home town, and | bleed red and
white.”
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last year and is now working as a field
coordinator for Healthy New Hampshire Kids,
topped the list of 103 student athletes and
student athletic trainers who were named to
the KSC All-Academic team.

In addition, 78 Owl student athletes were
recognized on the inaugural LEC All-
Academic team.

Several Keene State teams were also
recognized for their athletic achievement
during the year. The Owl field hockey
program earned NFHCA All-Academic team
honors with 10 of its members named to the
NFHCA All-Academic squad. The Keene State
women’s soccer and men’s cross country
squads were presented with the Don Carle
Award for having the highest cumulative
GPA among Owl teams.
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